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Briefe deſcription of Ire- 
land : Made in this yeare, 1 5 8 75 
by Robert Payne, vnto xv. of his . 


partners for wham he is uu 7 


derraker there. PN 


Trucly publiſhed verbatim, 8 LEW 
cording ts bis letters, by Nich. Gorſavi s 
of the fayd partners, for that he old his 
countreymen ſhould be partaikers of 
the many good Notes therin 
contayned. 


AT LONDON, 


— — 


{ $535, 


SEED 


To his'very A. good friend M. 


Nicholas Goran of Trowell i the Conntie 


of Nottingham, and the reſt of his 
_—— for *** 


FEATS the 
LN ©) haue ſpent all cheir owne and what 
they could by any mcanes get from 
. cchers in England. diſcourage you 
be OI from Jreland, although they and 


— U viſcrevite to all Engliſh men, 
in that — — — 
Thele men will ſap there is great danger in tra 
uelling the countrie,any much moze to dwell a2 ins 
hubitc there : yet are they freed from thiee of the 
greateſt dangers : fart, chey cannot meete in al that 
land any worſle then themſelues:ſecondly,they need 
not feare robbing fo2 that they haue not any thing to 
looſt: laſtly. they are not like to run in debt. fo? that 
— The greateſt matter 
which troubleth ts, they cannot get any thing 
there but by itravell,Whith they are age 
ther ignozam of, Thele nun cannot a 
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fruites England hath,the which Ireland wanteth, 
neyther can they iuſtly ſay, but that it lperh bettet 
foz the vent of all commogities then England doch. 

CAhat theſe men haue repoztev 02 what the ſunple 
haue credited, that woulde rather beleeuc a runneay 
gate then trauell to (ee: I care not, But what Y 
baue diſcovered oz learnevin that countrey, I will 
herein recite vnto vou. 

Fut. che people are ofthyee ſoztes,the better (oz 
are very ciutll and honeſtly giuen : the malt of them 
greatly inclined to huſbandzie, although as yet un- 
(kffull,notwichſtanding,thzough their great trau 
many of them are rich in cattel,lome one man there 
milkech one hundzed kine,and two oz ther hund2ev 


welcome and plentifirll,chen cleanly 
fo; although they did neuer ſee pou befoe, they will 
make you the beſt cheare their countrey yeelvech fog 
two 02 ther daies ,2 take not any thing therefo)e, 
Poſte of them ſpeake good Engliſh and bzing vp 
their childzento learning. I ſawe m a Sr 
ſchoole in Limberick, one hunvzed , and 

ſchollers, moſt of them ſpeaking good aud 
Engluch fen v they haue vledto confer the Latin 
into Engliſh. They keepe their pzoanle fapchfullp, 
and aregnoze deſirous of peace then our Engliþ 
RD. are moe chars 
n den 


4 | 

Anm allo they are fatter pꝛaies fo the enemfe 
Ceo refpecteth noperlon. They are quicke witten 
and of good conſtitution of bodie they rt me them 


'uſtices amongſt tht. They 
heare of good Juſt — 4 — 


pets | 
amy danger 0} inturie 
greatly releeucd of belt. 

— ——-„—— 
Kernes. they are warlikemen : moſt of that ſazte 


*hiefe Juſtice, and all 
And Courtes,inltkemaner 8s 
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The land is dexivenincolive great parts: hit . 
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toſaye. Munſter, Lanfter,Conath, Meath, and Viter, 
In Munſſer, ate theſe vii. creat countries: Our 
wood, Deaſmond, Corke, Waterford Typerare, Lym- 
bericke, and Carrey: a great part ot Munſter, was 
fozfited to her Bateſtie by meanes of y Deaſmondes 
late rebellicn. 

There is two verpriche countries called kennory 
an Conelogh,voth within the countte of Lemereck: 
they are calledthe gardens ofth: land fo2 v varietie 
and great plentte of all graine and ſtuites, and alſo 
there is mozeplentie of veniſon, fiſh and fowle then 
ell where in Ireland, although incuery place there 
ts great ſtoe. This landbelonged ſometime to the 
knight of y vailey, who ſq high trealon was execu- 
ted at Lemerecke, Duer cuery part is an Englilh* 
man liefrtenant which hath authozicie as fullv as 
the Parſball,co erccute atſhall lawes vpon the 
Iriſhe offers at al times, Alſo there are Judges 
of aſtʒe foz euery circuit, who keepe their allies as 
our Judges doe : if any matter be tobe tryed there 
betweene an Engliſhman and an Jriſh , the Jury 
is half Engli and halfe Jriſh, There is a ſheriffe 
ofeuerp countie, with vnderſheriffes, Arrant Bay» 
liffes,x al other officers appertaining. Alſo there is 
a connenteat mimber of Juſtices of peace in euery 
countie with Conſtables and pettic Conſtables, 
who keepe their quarter ſeſſions oꝛdet ly. 

The countrey is ſcituated ſomewhat neerer the 
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tech more vpon the Deean ſeas & is full of Rivers 
& {mal bzookes, it is not ſo hote in ſummer as Eng 
land, neyt her is it ſocoly in winter,fo2 that the ſeas 
fretteth away the Ite x Snowe there, much moze 
then m England. 

The general Map of Ireland, which is toyned tb 
the olve Map of England, is moſte falſe : The aus 
thour(as it ſecmeth dem them both by report, and 
the common computation of myles : and made his 
Scale after the Engliſh meaſure, chat is one thou 
ſand pates o ſiue thouſand footes to the myle : but 
therein he greatly deceined hinfelfe, for the (hozteſt 
myles in England are much longer then that mea- 
fure,and an Jriſh my le is longer then two of thoſe 
myles, by which meanes he hath made the Map of 
by v halle then it ſhould be. Notwithy 
ouer reached in his nitber of pariſh 
,and the Map of Treland littell moze 
then one fourth ol that it would be,if it were truely 
dzawen. This ſeemeth ſtrange, and hath dettiued 
many ignozant in Geometrie: but alwapes take 
this fo2 a pꝛinciple, that the ſquare of two myles con 
tayneth iuſt foure tymcsſo much as the ſquare of 
one mple, and ſd of al pzopo2tions from the greateſt 
to the leaſt: wherefoze as much may be (apy of the 
long myle which containeth two ſhozt mylen. 

Done miſtruſt chat the Spaniardes will erer 
che lam x that the Triſh wil releeuc them: no vditbe 
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But their intettamemt᷑t this laſt yentt amongſt Þ 
Jrith / notwathſaving they holp 
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their owne conntrey about fozty yeares ſirhens in v 
Caſtalian toonge,and de vicated to their king foz re* 
fozmation of rhoſe cruelties: afterwardes tranſla» 
ted into Engliſh # diners other languages, ta make 


their monſterous eyzannie knowne to the wozlde , | 


hen you haue read the ſame, conunend it to our 
Catholickes that wil be ſaued by their wozkes, and 
pet will not griue Godthankes at their meate , foz 
chat they will not once haue in their mouty v pjater 
fo our Queene,anneredto our vſual thanks giuing 
at meate.Tp2ap Godopen y eies of their vpholders, 
and let them ſte what theſe men gape foz, which is 
no doubt the ruine and ouerthzow of her highneſle, 
home J pꝛay God But none are ſo bim 
as they that will not ſe. The Catholikes are bone 
wich fo2 their conſcience ſake, yet from ſuch conlct- 
ences ſp)ing allthe Traiterous pꝛactiſes agapuſt 


ber Daieſtie . 

Alchough ſome of ſmal iudgtmeuts ( which thinke 
enery ſoile cood that beareth long graſle) haut f led 
of their expected woad crops,by meanes of theit vn 
Ckilfull choyſc of ground, yet aſſurtdly the commo» 
dities of the countrie are many moe then eyther the 
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neſſe and ſo good toreaue,thar a ſimple wozkeman 


with a Brak axe wil cleaue a great Oke,to boards 
; of leſle then one ynche thickt. uit. ynches bzoad and 
xv.footes in length, ſuch a board there is vſually{old 
fo2 ii. d. ob. There is very riche and great plentie of 
Jron lone, and one ſoꝛt moze then we haut in Eng 
land, which they call Bogge myne, of the which & 
Smith there wil make at his fozce Iron pꝛ x 
Alſo there is great ſtoze of Lead D1e,+ (ood f 
ficient to mayntayne diuers Iron and lead wozkes 
(with goodhuſbandzie)fo2 euer. A barrel of Ahe 
' 82 abarrellof bay Salt contapning thiee buſhels # 
| halle ol A incheſter meaſure, is ſoldthere fo} iii. 
s. Malt, Peaſon,Beanes,foz ii. s. bi. d. Barly'9) ii. 
A uit d. Bates fo2 cx. d a freth Sams wozth in Lon 
von t. s. foz bi. d. xu. Oertums 02 vi. Pakerel3,vi, 
| ſea bzeames,a fat hen tt . Eggs. a fat Pigge,one 
pound of Butter. oz ii. gallõs of new Hilke fo) apt- 
ny. A tedde Oeare wichout the ſkinne, for ii. 8. ui. d. 
A fat Beele foz riti.s.itii d. A fat att fo2rviit.d. 
There be great ſtoze of wild Swannes, Cranes, 
Pheſaaces, Partrices, Ocathcocka Plouers green 
# gray, Curlewes T Aoodcockes, Raples,Quailes, 
o al other fowles nuich more plentiful then in Eng · 
and. You may buy a doſen of Quayles toni. d. a dos 
ſenot CUlsodcocks fo iii. d. all other fowls tata 
blie, Oyſters, mulkcl3, cockles and Samphaerc a* 
| bout yſeacoaſtes are to be had fo} gathcring great 
| Plentie:che Philitions there holo,y Dampyter is a 
| „ e. 


preſent remevie agaynſt che ſtone: you may buy the 
beſt Heafers there with Calues at theit fert, fo xx. 
s.apeece,the which are nothing inferiour to the bet- 
ter ſozte of Lyncolnſhire need. Their chiefe hoiſſes 
are of as great pꝛice as in England, but carthozſles 
mares,and li:tle hackneyes are of vcry [mall pzice, 
the meieſt Triſh man dildayneth co tyde on a mare, 
You mapkeepe a better houſe in Ireland foꝛ L. li. 


a peart, then in England foz C C. li a yeart. Al your | 


commodities you may tranſpoꝛt from v ſea ſive in p 
countie of Cozke(where I haue pꝛouided fo2 eache 
of vs foure hundzed Acres ofland):o England foz 
vili.d. y hundred waight ſo that you make the ſame 
ready about . Andzewes tide, when the herring 
fiſhers ger home from Jrelid. The charg of which 
carriage fo2 ſo much as pou barrell,you may ſaue a 
great part though Cheapenes of the caſke, + then, 
wil v molt of pour cõmodities, viʒ. Butter, Cheeſe, 
Bacon, Beefe, Donnp, TAare, Tallowe, Come, 
and Herring with diners other Parchandize bee 
readie fo2 the market. 

The wo er ſozte of vndertakers which haue leig · 
nozies of her Paleltie,haue done much hurt in the 
countrie,and diſcouraged many from vp voyage: foz 
they haue entycedmany honeſt men ouer pzomiſing 
them much and perfoxming nothing,no not ſo much 
as to pate their ſeruantes,? wozkmen wages. They 
wil net let any terme,aboue xi. eres o three liues, 
any p demaund foz rent xi. d. p Acre: Weng 
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from the meaning of her Maieſtie, as appeareth by 
ber highnes graũt, v as Jthink they hane, oz ſhortly 
will make all their eſtates voyve. They finde ſuch 
molite from the Iriſhe tenantes, who gine the the 
fourth ſheafe of al thetr cone, ano tui. d.vrate lo for a 
beaſtes graſle, beſides diners other Triſh actuſto- 
med duties. Do that they care not although they ne · 
uer place any Engliſh man there. But v better ſort 
of vader takers bemgmanygood knights + gentle» 
men of great woꝛſhip. do ſeek by al meanes poſlible 
to plant their landes with Engliſhmen according 
to py meaning of her Pateſties graunt: they offer to 
any man either t hꝛet hundzfth acres of land in fre- 
farme oz ſoure hundzcd acres by leaſe ſo one hun · 
med yeares, for vi.d.the acre without any fine. 

Sir Richard Oreenefiely taketh a verie good 024 
der foz artificers v labour ers:he wil let any pooze 
man of honeſt bchautoura houle, xl. acres of land + 
vi,mulche Ryne fo xl. ache yeare,fo2 the terme of 
thee lines, and if any of theſe men after they haue 
bead on che (ame ſtorkea ſufficient number of cat 
tell co ſtoꝛe their ground, vor deltuer their Rocke a 
gayne, then ſhal they pap but xx a. rent fo thereſt of 
their termes.And if any of che ſatd Re be ftolne, 
and the wur doe track which way they were dat · 
uen from has ground, the (apy ir Richard will ve- 
let him ſo many Kpne lim chem, fo2 that the law is 
tert. it you tracke any ſtoine goodes into any mans 
laud, hee mult tracht them from him, r 
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goodes muſt be anſwered 
A man muy be well and cleanely tabled at an 


Engliſh houſe in Ireland foz the p2ofit of fine Ryue 


and fiftie ſheepe, all which will be bought foz vu ll. 


x.. fo} prentofſo much land as wil keepithem, 
which is xx. s. the yeare,as at the beſt ozdmarie in 
England foz uu. d. ameale:all which amounteth but 
to xxxv.5.vi.v. a peare,accounting 11.5.1n the pound 
fo intereſt of the tocke. CAõen may be bozdcd fox 
the picfiie of foure Ryne, xl.ſheepe and cui. s. rent, 
Seruants foq iu. Ryne. xxx. ſheepe, and rit. s. rea, 
Childzen,foy ti.kine,rr.ſheepe and bi. s. rent. Thus 
may a man that is xii. in houthold,viz. Oimieite. his 
wilt. ii. ſcruauntes, m viii.chtld2en be very wel tabs 
led a peare fo the pzofice of xxxi.Ryne, iii. C. and t. 
ſheep, x vi.li.r.s.rent:al which ſtocke wil be bought 
fo) leſſe then lr. li. The vſe wherof being w. l. the 
whole charge of a yeare fo? cii.perſor is rit.li.r.s, 
which ts rr. . x. d. a peece . This hath notbene long 
vſed there, but nowe p an thinketh him · 
ſelle happie that tan make uch a bargayne with au 
honeſt man: foz although y which is not euery wap 
to the gelle aboue ru. li... may make the hoſt with 
— moze then ahundzed markes. 
hundzed pꝛunus wil buy lx. milch kme, CCC, 
yeawes, xx. ſwyne and a good teame : the groum to 
keep theſe cattell,+ vie this tte on, wil be CCC C. 
acres at x. pound tent ſo pour pearely ang 
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13 
wich intereſt of your monx, cx. li. fo the which yon 
map haue yeerely vpon good ſecurity with warrant 
of your ſtocke, rl. firkins of butter, and toꝛtie great 
ways of cheele,of the milke gathered betwirrPap,. 
and Dichaelmas,which at k. g. the firkin, and mw.) 


x the wate,is thiceſcoze ⁊ ten pounds, andthe wooll 


and lamb of pour ſheepe cannot be (olitle worth as 
xxt. li.a ve are, all which amounteth to one hundꝛed 
poundes:ſomap you declare beſides pour intereſt 
ind rent. eight ie pounds a petre. 

To huſband this ſat ine, your tenant mult keepe 
viii, perſons, which may be well done with the p2o* 
fite of the\wyne,wpnter milke,calues and the crop 
which he ſhould get vpon your land W pour teame, 

Molt of the coyne in Freland, and that which the 
people generally deſire there, is baſe mony made of 
copper 02 byalle,they will not changeyou an angell 
into that money without tiii. a. J would to 
Gad her Paieſtie would copne foure hundzed thou- 
ſand markes of the ſame,andlend it to che Engliſh 
marchantes gratis foz two yeares, to be implopes 
there in mather, woade,rape, hoppes, hempe, flare 
aud ſuch other comodities, as might (et ſome great 
— — 
nes in my iudg cement )v land might be verywel peo 
pled her Pateltie diſburthenedofa great part ol her 
charge there the marchantes made great gavners, 
and pet at the twoycares end paie her Mateſtu her 
kull lum me in currant Engliſh money foz that baſe 
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mettell. whereby her Maitſtie might gapne at leaſt 
CC. theuſand poundes without hurt to any,# good 
to many thouſandes. I haue (ent you heerein cloſey 
an u ſtruttid how you ſhal make a wartainc foz con 
mes of two acres ot ground, v ſhalbe ſufficient foz a 
gentlemans houſe in which wart ame, you may alſo | 
make an Oꝛchard, and the conntes ſhall not barke 
pour trees noꝭ make their berries vnder the rootes, 
neither ſhal the ſayd counties go foozth of two acres, | 
This with wp heartie conunendations, I bid you | 
heartily farewell. From my houſe at Paypnes 
end, this rrv, of June. 1 589. 

Your louing friend Robert Payne. 


The copie of an inſtruction for a | 


Hart aine. 


you muſt chooſe twoacres of very drie ground, 
and com aſſe it witha dirch as round as a circle fue 
footes deepe.and ſeuen ſootes v: de, let the ſlope fide of 
your ditch be towardes your warraine, and that wayes | 
throw vp all your earth, let the outſid be plum vpright, | 
which you muſt preſently payle otherwiſe the earth wil 
fal in: then plant your trees not aboue viii. ynches deep, 
and at the leaſt xxiiii ſoote aſunder, lay at euery roote 
cloſe about the tree aſmuch pealc ſtrawe as a man will | 
carry vnder his arme, the which will keepe the roote 
moyſſ in ſommer,& warme from froſtes in winter, The 
beſt time to (er your teees is ſhortly after Michaelmas: 
which vereficth an old proueibe in Kent i thou wile a 
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is 
good tree haue let him carry a greene leaſe to his grau: 
la the very middeſt of your groũd you muſt make a lietle 
lodge ja the which you muſt haue eight ſeueral hutches, 
ſo placed that they may be alwayes open into the war- 


tine, in every hutche you muſt tye with a little chayne 


a ume bucke conny of the beſt kynde : then lore your 

warrane with 64. of the bettet fort of tame ſetnale con- 

nies, which is for every bucke vu does, euery weeke the 

firſt quarter: & then monthly you mult waſh your trees 
with water, ſo high as a conny can reache wherein you 
aut burit the garbadg of a conny. Alſo every weeke you 
mult draw a peece of carraine at the ſoote of your payle 
in the bouome of your ditche round about your Wer- 
raine, by which meanes your docies will neuer offer to 
touche your trees, nor come neerethe payle to ſcrap the- 
ſeluesour, You mult ſeede your connies with theſhortel? 
and ſweeteſt haye you can get: you may giue the graſſe, 
mallowes colewortes ſowthiſtles,the,tops of carrats, ſcar 
nates,and any yearbs or weeds, they wil cate foure dayes 
in a weeke in ſommer, ind two dayes in winter, but not 
aboue for ſeare of the rotte: yet let the haue haie enough 
at al times you may ſatte them with graines mixed with 
oatet, bean, or French wheare: you muſt giue your c6ryues 
every day one oate ſheafe, which will alwayes keep them 
hearty ſound, & fayre skinned. I doe accompt your char- 
kes in keeping your c6nies to be xx. marłes a yeare, that 
is your warrainers board and wages, viii. li. and the couies 
mente v. li.vi. s. vii. d. the incteale at an indifferent recko- 
ning, wil be ſeuen litters a yeae: euery conic of 2 


is 


kynde will bring vi Rabbits at a litter, v e one of that 
ſort bringeth ſewer. two will bring moe, ſore will bring 
in. litter in ayeate: be that doe is not worth the keeping, 
that bringeth not vii.litters2 yeare. The value of this in- 
creaſe after the forelayd rates, and at viii. d. the couple, 
( whichy very ſkinnes with good huſbandrie of moſt of 
them wil be worth, )amounteth vnto the ſun of iii. li. 
xvi.s. a yeare. But for ſeare you ſhould fayle in your rec 
koning, as the womi did that ſuppoſed al the egges in 
her baſket were capons: I would haue you allow for c 
ſualties,xi.li. ir. c. ili. d. Þreſterh aboue all charges of the | 
warrainer,and their meare,xx li, by yeare declaro, which 
Ithinke being wel vied can yeeld no leſſe: although this 
linde being bred in houſes do not eate ſweet, yet being 
bred after this manner,they are both the biggell, ſatteſt, 
and ſweeteſt conies that are. 
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